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Y "From Robotics Concepts to Real-World Practical
Application": A Training Course Organized by
the Robotics and Computing Systems Lab

Over the course of four days (September 13—
17, 2026), the university’s Robotics and Computing
Systems Lab—under the supervision of Professor
Ahmed Azar—organized a specialized training
course titled "From Robotics Concepts to Real-
World Practical Application." The course aimed
to provide an understanding of robotic systems
and programming, alongside hands-on training
with actual robots, featuring distinctive live
demonstrations and guided practical exercises.

The course was conducted by Dr. Saim Ahmed
and Engineer Zeeshan Haider, researchers at the
lab. The first two days focused on understanding
and programming the robot's "brain"—covering
how a robot senses, thinks, and executes actions—
as well as understanding ROS2 nodes, topics,
services, actions, and parameters. Participants
explored a live ROS2 system using the command
line, created a workspace and software package,

wrote their first publisher and subscriber nodes
in Python, visualized communication using ‘rqt_
graph’, and practiced with “turtlesim’.

The third and fourth days shifted to practical
application with a real robot. Activities included
connecting to and operating the LIMO collaborative
robot, driving the robot via keyboard remote
control and the ROS2 ‘/cmd_vel’ command,
visualizing live LiDAR data in RViz2, creating and
saving an environment map using SLAM and
Cartographer, and sending the robot to a target
location using autonomous navigation via Nav2.
This course reflects the lab's commitment to
enabling students to learn the fundamentals of
ROS2 and immediately apply them to the real LIMO
collaborative robot; therefore, no prior experience
in robotics, ROS2, Linux, or Python is required.

\

Sadeen Malfi Al-Marzoug;i, a student at the University’s
College of Architecture and Design, secured first place in
the "Academic Projects for My City" initiative—organized
by the Urban Association—for her graduation project. Her
work explored cultural identity and ways to integrate it
into the contemporary urban fabric of Riyadh, marking an
achievement that bridges academic excellence with the
transition into professional practice.

The project addresses the relationship between
a city and its identity, examining how contemporary
architecture can meet the demands of modern life while
preserving the location's unique cultural character. Urban
identity extends beyond the physical forms of buildings;
it encompasses the human connection to place, patterns
of space utilization, and the social and cultural values that
define a city's distinctive character.

This achievement crowns Sadeen’s academic journey,
during which she demonstrated a keen interest in
exploring the interplay between cultural identity and the
contemporary urban environment. It also reflects the

dedication and critical architectural thinking she applied
while developing her graduation project under the
supervision of Dr. Monica Muscatelli. The project served
as an opportunity to explore how academic knowledge
can be applied to address urban issues relevant to the city
and its community.

Projects addressing cultural identity are significant
for their ability to spark dialogue regarding the balance
between urban development and the preservation of local
memory. Studying cultural heritage as a source of insight
and creativity allows for the exploration of ways to express
it through architectural solutions that respond to the
contemporary context while strengthening the residents'
connection to their built environment.

In addition to securing first place, Sadeen earned
a three-month internship with "Bandar Al-Mansour
Architects," providing her with a professional experience
that enriches her career path and bridges the gap
between academic learning and architectural practice.
This opportunity serves as a practical extension of her
university experience, offering a space to hone her
skills and gain familiarity with the professional work
environment and the demands of the field.

The "Academic Projects to My City" initiative highlights
the importance of enabling academic projects to transcend
the confines of university presentations, thereby opening
doors for students to pursue learning, development,
and professional practice. Furthermore, such initiatives
foster dialogue between architectural education and the
professional sector, showcasing the ideas of young talent
and demonstrating their relevance to urban issues and
community needs.

From University Project to Professional Achievement: Sadeen Al-Marzouqi
Wins First Place in the "Academic Projects for My City" Initiative
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During the visit to the Kohler
showroom in Riyadh, instructors and
students had the chance to explore
modern bathroom and kitchen designs
up close under the supervision of Dr.
Samaher Fallatah. They discovered
innovative products focused on water
efficiency, comfort, and enhancing the
quality and aesthetics of everyday spaces.

A special master class titled “Synergy
of Sustainability and Innovation in
Design Education” was held during the
visit, highlighting how contemporary
designers can create spaces that are
both creative and environmentally
responsible. Students engaged with real
examples, asked questions, and gained
valuable insights into how smart design
can positively impact people’s lives and
inspire future projects.

AT-TURAIF HERITAGE
SITE

VISIT 1

As part of the Cultural Architecture
Initiative, students from the Najd Studio
participated in their first guided visit to the
At-Turaif District in Diriyah on Sunday, 28
September 2025. The trip, supervised by
Dr. Salma Dwidar, Dr. Monica Moscatelli,
and Dr. Amani Salman, formed part of a
broader study on Najdi heritage and its
architectural analysis. During the guided
tour, students explored key historical and
architectural features of this UNESCO
World Heritage Site, gaining firsthand
insights into its cultural and structural
significance. Conducted in collaboration
with  Diriyah Company through a
dedicated cooperative studio, the visit
provided an invaluable opportunity for
students to deepen their understanding
of Najdi architecture and the region’s
heritage while applying their academic
knowledge in a real-world context

AT-TURAIF HERITAGE
SITE

VISIT 2

As part of the Cultural Architecture
Initiative, students from the Diriyah
Design Studio and the Najd Studio
participated in the Najdi Architecture
Experts Tour at At-Turaif Heritage Site
on Thursday, 30 October 2025, under
the supervision of Dr. Salma Dwidar, Dr.
Monica Moscatelli. The visit offered an
immersive exploration of the heart of
Najdi architectural heritage within the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Diriyah.

Divided into two groups led by expert
guides, participants visited key locations
including the Mosque Beyt Al Moudi, the
Masons House, the Tower and defensive
system, the Residential Cluster, and Saad
Palace with At- Turaif Bath. The tour
provided students with valuable firsthand
insights into the architectural, structural,
and cultural dimensions of Najdi design,
reinforcing  their understanding of
traditional principles that continue to
inspire contemporary interpretations

within the Diriyah Design Studio.

AL MASAR PROGRAM

Architecture Department students
participated in the Al Masar Program, an
educational field trip focused on heritage
conservation and cultural preservation,
supervised by Dr. Amany Salman. The visit
provided students with the opportunity
to explore the professional aspects
of conserving historical and UNESCO
heritage sites.

During the program, students learned
about conservation methods, restoration
materials, and the importance of
preserving historical architecture.

Professionals from different fields
shared their experiences and explained
career opportunities related to
architectural conservation, history, and
visitor experience.

The trip helped students connect
academic learning with real-world

practice while increasing their awareness
of heritage preservation and sustainable

conservation approaches. Overall,
the visit was a valuable and inspiring
experience that contributed to the
students’ academic and professional
development.

AVIATION TRAINING
CENTER

The second-year students of the
Architecture department (ARCH 251)
participated in educational site visits to
the under-construction Aviation Training
Center and the Female Activities Building
at Prince Sultan University.

The visits aimed to provide students
with practical exposure to different
construction methods as well as various
finishing materials and techniques used
in contemporary building projects.

During the visits, students observed
construction processes on-site and gained
a deeper understanding of building
systems, material applications, and
finishing details. The experience helped
bridge the gap between theoretical
learning and real-world architectural
practice.

The students were accompanied by
Dr. Rasha Moussa, Dr. Salma Dwidar, Dr.
Marwa Fahmy, and Dr. Rosniza Othman.

OUTREACH SCHOOL
VISITS

As part of the Community Service
Committee activities, the Architecture
Department at Prince Sultan University
organized a series of visits to private and
international schools in Riyadh during the
academic year 2025-2026.

The initiative aimed to introduce
high school students to the Architecture
Program through presentations,
exhibitions of student work, and
interactive workshops highlighting the
role of architecture in shaping Riyadh’s
future in alignment with Saudi Vision
2030.

The visits were conducted by faculty
members and architecture students
under the supervision of Dr. Salma Dwidar,
and included schools such as Manarat
Al Riyadh School, AlFaris International
School, Knowledge Towers School, and Al
Tarbyah Al Islamyah Schools.

Thisinitiative reflectsthedepartment’s
commitment to community engagement
and inspiring future generations to
explore architecture and design.
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"Reading Sessions": A Space for Dialogue and the Exchange of

Ideas and Experiences Among Female Students

To foster a culture of reading and dialogue, the
University’s Deanship of Student Affairs and the "Fikra wa
Hibr" (Idea and Ink) Club hosted the inaugural "Reading
Sessions" gathering at the Prince Sultan Hall in Building
101. The event brought female students together to
discuss books and exchange ideas, insights, and reading
experiences.

Student Rimaz Ghazi moderated the session, which
provided a platform for participants to discuss and interact
regarding their various reading materials and experiences.

The event fostered an atmosphere rich in dialogue and the
exchange of viewpoints, uniting a passion for books with a
desire to share the ideas and meanings they convey.

The gathering offered students an opportunity to
express their reading interests and hear their peers'
perspectives, adding a collaborative dimension to the
reading experience where impressions and experiences
converged, thereby broadening the scope of discussion
around books.
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The Prosthetics Center at the College of Engineering Participates in
the 7th International Conference on Disability and Rehabilitation

The Prosthetics Center at the University’s College of
Engineering is participating with a dedicated pavilion in the
7th International Conference on Disability and Rehabilitation.
Held in Riyadh from October 11 to 13, 2026, the event brings
together a distinguished group of researchers, specialists,
innovators, and stakeholders in the fields of disability and
rehabilitation from both within the Kingdom and abroad.

The conference enjoys prestigious patronage, reflecting a
strong commitment to developing the service ecosystem for
people with disabilities and fostering research and innovation

in rehabilitation and assistive technologies.

The conference serves as an international scientific
platform that gathers experts, researchers, and practitioners to
showcase the latest research, experiences, and innovations in
disability and rehabilitation, and to discuss modern solutions
that contribute to improving the quality of life for people with
disabilities while enhancing their independence and social

integration.

-

Telecommunications and Networking Engineering Department

Hosts Open Day to Showcase Programs and Fields

The Department of Telecommunications and Networking The open day featured an overview of key areas within
Engineering at the College of Engineering organized an open  telecommunications and networking engineering, the
day for students and faculty members. The event aimed to
introduce the department, its academic programs, and its
scientific and professional fields, while offering students a
broader understanding of the specialization and the associated recent developments in telecommunications, networking, and

programs offered by the department, and the career paths
and opportunities available to graduates. It also highlighted

future opportunities.

digital technologies.

Sign Language: From Awareness to Practice- A

University Community Initiative

To foster inclusive communication within the university
environment, the Community Service Center at Prince Sultan
University organized an initiative combining awareness and
practical application on Wednesday, September 30, 2026. Held
in observance of the International Day of Sign Languages and in
collaboration with the Sign Language Interpreters Association
team, the event aimed to introduce the fundamentals of sign
language and develop skills for communicating with deaf and
hard-of-hearing students.

The initiative featured three stations, beginning with
an awareness workshop on the sign language alphabet.
Conducted by Dr. Ali Al-Hazani—President of the Saudi Sign
Language Association and a sign language interpreter for
the Broadcasting Authority—the workshop took place from
12:00 PM to 1:00 PM with faculty participation, covering sign
language basics and communication techniques for interacting
with deaf and hard-of-hearing students.
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In the Times Higher Education Rankings 2027:

Prince Sultan University Ranks First Among
¥ Private Universities and Fourth Locally

Prince Sultan University has secured
first place among private universities and
fourth place among all universities in the
Kingdom, according to the *Times Higher
Education* World University Rankings 2027.
This achievement reinforces the university's
standing among Saudi higher education
institutions on the global stage.

Ranked in the 376-400 global band—as
published on the ranking’s official website—
the university has confirmed its position
among the world’s top 400 universities. This
assessment evaluates performance across
academic and research domains, international
collaboration, and knowledge transfer to
productive sectors.

The 2027 edition of the *Times* ranking is
basedon 17 performanceindicatorsdistributed
across five key pillars: Teaching, Research
Environment, Research Quality, International
Outlook, and Industry. This methodology
enables a multifaceted evaluation of university
performance, encompassing the learning
environment, scientific output, research
impact, and industry engagement.

This global recognition reflects the journey

of Prince Sultan University as a non-profit
private academic institution established by
the Riyadh Philanthropic Society for Science. It
began as a college in 1998, welcoming its first
cohort of students the following year, before
transitioning into a university in 2003.

The university further strengthens its
academic standing through a framework of
national and international accreditations. Its
national institutional accreditation extends
through the 2025-2031 period, alongside
specialized  accreditations  for  various
programs—including engineering, computer
science, and business administration—
thereby supporting educational quality and
program development in accordance with
accrediting body standards.

The 2027 ranking marks a new milestone
in Prince Sultan University’s international
standing, highlighting the role of private
higher education within the Kingdom’s higher
education ecosystem and its contribution

to fostering academic and research
competitiveness and  building  national
capacity.

; The university organizes its annual

seasonal influenza vaccination campaign

As part of its commitment to

the health of its staff and students,
and to promote community-based
prevention, the university organized its
annual seasonal influenza vaccination
campaign in collaboration with Imam
Abdulrahman Al-Faisal Hospital. The
campaign took place on Sunday and
Monday, the 16th and 17th of Rabi’
al-Thani 1448 AH (corresponding to
September 27 and 28, 2026).

The campaign began at 9:30 AM at
the health clinic located on the ground
floor of Building 105 (Hall G-B02, next
to the Deanship of Student Affairs), with
the site fully equipped to accommodate
all university personnel.

The university emphasized that
this campaign is part of its ongoing
efforts to promote public health and
prevent seasonal illnesses by providing
\vaccination services in a safe and well-

prepared environment.

The university encouraged all
faculty members, staff, and students
to participate in the campaign and
take advantage of this preventive
service. Such participation contributes
to enhancing public health across the
campus and reflects the university
community's awareness of the
importance of seasonal vaccination.

This vaccine is a crucial preventive
measure for protecting individuals
against the seasonal influenza virus
and its serious complications. It
also helps strengthen the immune
system against the strains circulating
each year, significantly reducing the
likelihood of infection or mitigating the
severity of the illness should infection
occur.  Furthermore, the vaccine
helps minimize the risk of serious
complications.
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