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The Handball Invitational Match held on November 12,
2025, at the Female Campus was an exciting display of
teamwork, coordination, and enthusiasm. Organized
by the OSAC Physical Education Team, the event aimed
to promote physical fitness and encourage students to
actively participate in sports.
Two groups of students participated in the event,
showcasing great enthusiasm and skill throughout
the matches. After the second half, the Green Team,
led by Lama Alfayez, emerged as the champions,
securing a well-deserved victory against the Red
Team, led by Salabeel Bouzegza, with a final score of
73-. The atmosphere was filled with excitement and
encouragement as students and teachers supported
their teams.
Individual awards were also presented at the end of
the tournament. Lama AL- Fayez was honored as the
Best Player in defense, Salsabeel Bouzegza as best
center backcourt, Hela Hani Al Saigh as best right
backcourt, while Shams Alsalem received recognition
as the Best Goalkeeper. Their coach/trainer, Ms.
Najet Zidi, expressed her happiness at the noticeable
improvement in her players' skills. This game holds
special significance for the PE Team as they witness the
growth of the students.
Also present at the event was Ms. Hanan AL Aram,
HR Manager, a representative of the Saudi Handball
Federation. In her message, she congratulated all
participants and highlighted the importance of sports
in building character and unity among students.
The tournament was a memorable success, fostering a
spirit of healthy competition and camaraderie within
the school community.
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Prince Sultan University, through its Research and Initiatives
Center, successfully organized the 9th Students Research Forum
(SRF9) and the Research Labs Expo 2025 on October 29-30, 2025,
R under the inspiring theme “Research that Shapes the Future.”
i The two-day national event celebrated student-led research,
5 innovation, and interdisciplinary collaboration, reinforcing PSU’s
role as a hub for applied research and entrepreneurship in
alignment with Saudi Vision 2030.

4

PSU Hosts 9*" Students Research Forum and
Research Labs Expo 2025 Under the Theme

“RESEARCH THAT SHAPES THE FUTURE"

Expanding Horizons for Saudi Research with
SRF9

This year marked a milestone for the Students
Research Forum as it expanded participation to
include Master’s and PhD students for the first
time. The forum received 181 submissions,
of which 114 papers were accepted from
22 Saudi universities and one international
institution. A total of 263 students presented
research papers and posters across a wide
range of disciplines, including architecture,
engineering, law, computer science, education,
and medical sciences.

The forum honored outstanding student
researchers through awards for the Best
Research Papers and Best Research Posters.
The Best Paper Award went to Sanitan Alharbi
from Qassim University for “An Alternative
Model for English Language Teaching in
Saudi Arabia.” Osama Lafi Alanazi from King
Abdulaziz University earned the Best Poster
Award for his study on physical activity, sleep
quality, and mental health.

Innovation at the Research Labs Expo 2025

Running alongside SRF9, the Research Labs
Expo 2025 showcased PSU’s cutting-edge
research ecosystem, featuring 22 research

labs and groups. The Expo highlighted
innovative projects in robotics, Al, data
analytics, sustainable engineering, and law,
demonstrating PSU’s dedication to bridging
academicresearch with real-world applications
and industry partnerships.

Empoweringthe Next Generation of Innovators
As a key side event of SRF9, the Innovate
for Impact Hackathon 2025 was designed to
promote innovation and entrepreneurship
among students while addressing pressing
social, environmental, and technological
challenges. The competition brought together
15 dynamic student teams who presented
creative, research-driven solutions with real-
world potential.

The first-place winner, HIMA, impressed the
judges with an Arabic Al-based medical scribe
system, earning incubation and mentorship
support from PSU to transform their idea into
a viable startup.

Other standout projects included:

° FinMate for “Financial Assistant
Chatbot,” an intuitive system that helps users
manage and track their daily expenditures,
promoting smarter personal finance habits
and digital accessibility.

° Timeless Saudi for “Timeless MENA,” a
platform celebrating regional cultural heritage
through digital innovation.

From Research to Enterprise: Inspiring Panel
Discussion

A highlight of the event was the panel
discussion titled “How to Build Scientific
Companies into Billion-Dollar Enterprises,”
organized by KnowledgeX. Esteemed speakers
Dr. Asrar Damdam, CEO of Uvera, and Dr. Bilal
Alkhizzi, CTO of Haven Global, shared insights
on transforming academic research into

successful commercial ventures. Ms. Rawan
Alghamdi, CEO of KnowledgeX, moderated the
session.

Strategic Partnerships and Vision

During the opening ceremony, PSU signed
a Memorandum of Understanding with the
National Center for Government Resource
Systems, underscoring the university’s

expanding network of national collaborations.
The event was also supported by KnowledgeX
and King Faisal Specialist Hospital and Research

Centre, whose partnership contributed

significantly to its success.

The 9th Students Research Forum and
Research Labs Expo 2025 not only celebrated
achievements in research and innovation but
also paved the way for future collaborations,
entrepreneurship, and sustainable
development. As PSU looks toward future
editions, the Research and Initiatives Center
remains committed to empowering students
to turn research into transformative, real-
world solutions.
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The Artificial Intelligence and Data Analytics
(AIDA) Lab at the College of Computer
and Information Sciences, Prince Sultan
University, conducted an engaging training
workshop titled “Smart Stories with Al:
Learn, Create, Innovate: Create Your Own
Talking Hero”. This interactive one-day
workshop, led by ProfTanzila Saba and
Ms.Fetoun Alzahrani, was designed for
third-grade students at Al-Jawda Private
Schools to introduce them to the world of
programming and artificial intelligence in a
fun, ethical, and accessible way.

The Smart Stories with Al using Scratch
Workshop was offered free of charge to
young learners, providing an inspiring
opportunity to explore creativity, logical
thinking, and digital storytelling through
programming. Held on 30th of October
2025, the session introduced participants

- 298 —al!

The workshop then guided participants

through a practical creative session
using Scratch. Students learned how to
design and code their own interactive
Arabic stories that combined animation,
dialogue, and sound. Through engaging,
hands-on activities, they created animated
conversations between different characters,
changed story backgrounds to reflect new
scenes, and added sound effects and Arabic
voice narration by making their projects
lively, expressive, and culturally relevant.

Their featured story, “AJourney to the City of
Cooperation,” carried a strong moral lesson
about helping others and working together.
In the story, a boy and a robot observed that
people in a busy city were not helping each
other, so they decided to travel to the “City
of Cooperation,” where they met an elderly
lady who had dropped her belongings.

AT ST
SMART STORIES WITH Al:

Learn, Create, Innovate - 2025 Workshop

Create Your Own
Talking Hero

to Scratch, a visual programming language
designed to make coding simple, interactive,
and enjoyable for beginners.

At the beginning of the workshop, Ms.
Fetoun AlZahrani, Research Assistant at AIDA
Lab, presented an introduction to artificial
intelligence, explaining how computers
can think, learn, and interact with humans
using simple, real-life examples. Students
discussed the difference between human
and machine intelligence and reflected on
whether a computer can distinguish right
from wrong, learn from its mistakes, or
communicate like a human. This opening
discussion helped them connect everyday
Al experiences, such as digital assistants
and smart robots with the concept of
programming and ethical technology use.

Together, they helped her, learning that
cooperation makes the world a better place.
The session concluded with a discussion on
the ethical values of Al, where students
reflected on how technology should always
promote kindness, honesty, and respect.
Ms. Fetoun AlZahrani emphasized that the
real intelligence behind technology lies in
how humans use it for good to help others,
protect privacy, and encourage positive
communication.

By the end of the workshop, approximately
15 students proudly presented their
interactive stories, each featuring Arabic
dialogue, voice narration, and meaningful
moral lessons. Their projects demonstrated
not only creativity and coding skills but
also awareness of ethical responsibility in
technology.

The outcomes of the workshop reflected
its strong educational and social impact.
Beyond introducing programming
fundamentals, it successfully combined Al
in Arabic storytelling and moral education
in a single engaging experience. The session
inspired young learners to view artificial
intelligence not just as a technical tool but
as a way to express human values through
creativity, imagination, and cooperation
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th INTERNATIONAL

SYMPOSIUM

on Language and Communication Research (LCR2025)

Explores Multimodality in Global Scholarship

Prince Sultan University (PSU) successfully
hosted the 6th International Symposium
on Language and Communication Research
(LCR2025) under the theme “Multimodality
in Language and Communication: Unlocking
Research Potentials.” Organized by the
Language and Communication Research
Lab (LCRL) at PSU’s College of Sciences and
Humanities, the two-day event took place on
8-9 November 2025, featuring over 20 hours
of scientific sessions that brought together
researchers, educators, and practitioners from
across the world.

Al CHATBOTS FOR
MEDIATION SKILL
DEVELOPMENT IN
LANGUAGE FOR SPECIFIC
PURPOSES

FROF TULANA LAVETSH
FROF IRTHA SIMEDYA,

EOR ERDESET KTV FOITTRCHRE
ETIFUTE, LB Al

The symposium opened with welcoming
addresses that underscored the central role
of scientific research in shaping the future
of education and communication studies.
Dr. Heba Khoshaim, Vice President for
Student Life, delivered the Opening Address
on behalf of Dr. Ahmed Yamani, President
of Prince Sultan University. In her speech,
she emphasized PSU’s strong institutional
commitment to producing high-quality
research with meaningful societal impact,
highlighting how the university continues to
invest in innovative, interdisciplinary, and
globally oriented research initiatives.

Prof. Dina El Dakhs, Leader of the Language
and Communication Research Lab and Co
Chair of the symposium, also addressed the
attendees, underscoring the Lab’s remarkable
contributions since its inception. She
highlighted how the LCRL has consistently
advanced impactful research in language
and communication, fostered international
collaborations, and supported faculty and
students in producing high-quality scholarly
work.

The program featured seven distinguished
keynote speakers from leading global
institutions.  Prof. Christoph Hafner (City
University of Hong Kong) opened with
“Multimodality and English for Specific
Purposes Research,” followed by Prof. Pia
Sundqvist (University of Oslo) who discussed
“Extramural English Engagement in Informal
and Formal Learning.” Other keynote
addresses included Prof. Ruth Page (University
of Birmingham) on multimodal storytelling
and mental health; Prof. Frank Serafini
(Arizona State University) on analytical
frameworks for multimodal research; Dr. Fei
Victor Lim (Nanyang Technological University)
on multimodality and literacy learning; Dr.
Abdullah AlAmer (King Faisal University)
on motivation in language learning; and Dr.
Sara Ramos Pinto (University of Leeds) on a
multimodal approach to subtitling.

The symposium also offered five specialized
workshops led by experts from Rutgers
University, Durham University, Shanghai
International Studies University, Saudi TESOL,
and the Arab Academy for Science, Technology,
and Maritime Transport. Topics included
multimodal Al solutions for ESL growth,
neuroplasticity in ELT, large language models
in translation studies, the application of CEFR
to Arabic-English corpora, and post-digital
storytelling for peacebuilding. In addition, an
invited colloquium titled “Input Modalities and
Second Language Learning: From Processing to

. Bcyond Words:

8 Multimodal Al

\ Solutions for ESL
: Growth

Pral. Hasmes Ahn, Prof. Fonas Hu & Prof, Howaids Wehby Eraky
Muttgnrs, the State University of New lerey

Pedagogy” brought together scholars from the
University of Jeddah, the Royal Commission
for Yanbu Colleges and Institutes, and City
University of Hong Kong to discuss multimodal
input and pedagogical applications.

Across its two days, the symposium presented

Multimodality and
English for specific
purposes research

over 15 research papers representing
participants from countries such as Saudi
Arabia, the United Kingdom, Norway, Algeria,
Italy, Canada, Ukraine, Oman, Pakistan, and
Nigeria. The paper sessions covered a wide
range of topics, including multimodality in ESP
test design, feminist discourse analysis, Al-
assisted language learning, narrative identity,
EMI practices, and technology-enhanced
inclusive education. These sessions were
organized across multiple thematic tracks,
allowing scholars to engage deeply with
emerging trendsin multimodal communication
research.

The symposium also featured 6 poster
presentations delivered by researchers from
several countries, including Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Algeria, and Italy. Poster topics explored
multimodal Snapchat communication,
linguistic landscapes in EFL contexts, Al tools
in translation, later life language teaching,
and multimodal evaluation frameworks. The
poster sessions generated lively discussions,
offering early stage researchers a platform to
share innovative ideas and receive constructive
feedback from international peers.

The event was attended by more than 600
participants from diverse academic and
professional backgrounds, who praised
the symposium’s organization, diversity of
sessions, and scholarly depth. Participants
highlighted the exceptional scientific quality
of the symposium and commended PSU
for fostering a vibrant research culture.
Many expressed appreciations for the
rich international representation and the
symposium’s ability to bridge theoretical
innovation with real world applications. The
overwhelmingly positive feedback reinforced
PSU’s leadership in advancing research on
language, communication, and multimodality.
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PROF. DINA EL-DAKHS
DELIVERS INVITED TALK ON
CROSS-CULTURAL PRAGMATICS

at Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University

A Deep Dive into Cross-Cultural Communication

In her lecture, Prof. El-Dakhs introduced the
audience to the field of cross-cultural pragmatics,
which explores how meaning is shaped by social and
cultural contexts. She explained that pragmatics, as
a branch of linguistics and philosophy, goes beyond
literal meanings to investigate how speakers use
language to express intentions, attitudes, and social
relationships.

The talk provided an accessible overview of key
theoretical frameworks such as Speech Act Theory,
Politeness Theory (Brown & Levinson, 1987), and
Rapport Management Theory (Spencer-Oatey,
2008). These theories, Prof. El-Dakhs noted, are
essential for understanding how people from
different cultures perform communicative acts—
like apologizing, requesting, or advising—while
maintaining social harmony.

Showcasing Cross-Cultural Research

Drawing on her extensive body of research, Prof.
El-Dakhs shared findings from four major cross-
cultural pragmatic studies she has conducted with
international collaborators.

¢ The first study compared how Saudi and Australian
health departments used language to give advice
during the COVID-19 pandemic, revealing cultural
differences rooted in collectivism and individualism.
e The second investigated suggestion strategies
among Saudis and New Zealanders, showing how
directness in Arab cultures often reflects support
and cooperation rather than imposition.

e The third study examined complaints and
responses on social media in Egypt and the
UK, uncovering how cultural norms influence

Forum
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Prof. Dina Abdel Salam El-Dakhs, Chair of the Linguistics
and Translation Department and Leader of the Language
and Communication Research Lab at Prince Sultan
University (PSU), delivered an invited talk to the faculty
members and students of the English Department at
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University, Pakistan. The talk,

titled “Culture in Conversation: Exploring Cross-Cultural
Pragmatics through Speech Acts,” was held in response
to a formal invitation from the host department and
attracted a wide audience of scholars and students
interestedinlinguisticsandintercultural communication.

4

expressions of dissatisfaction and
politeness.

e The fourth explored dialectal variations in the
Arabic-speaking world by comparing suggestion
strategies in Alexandrian and Najdi Arabic,
emphasizing how regional differences reflect

shared values of solidarity and care.

corporate

Cultural Insights and Implications

Prof. El-Dakhs emphasized that through the
study of speech acts, researchers can uncover
a wealth of information about cultural values,
social hierarchies, and interpersonal norms. Her
presentation highlighted how one communicative
act may be perceived as face-threatening in one
culture but cooperative in another.

She concluded by outlining the broader implications
of pragmatic research—from revisiting established
theories and contextualizing notions of “face” and
“rapport,” to informing language teaching and
intercultural training. Prof. El-Dakhs also called for
expanding future research to include more diverse
cultural comparisons and technologically mediated
communication.

Strengthening Academic Collaboration

The event was warmly received by faculty and
students alike, who engaged in a lively discussion
following the presentation. The English Department
at Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University expressed
appreciation for Prof. El-Dakhs’s valuable insights
and her contribution to fostering academic
collaboration between Prince Sultan University and
international institutions.

PSU Keynote Highlights Human

Responsibility in the Age of Al Translation
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH IS ORGANITING A

WEBINAR
on Culture In

Conversation

Guest
Speaker

Prof. Dina El-Dakhs
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“The Fifth Online
Translation Forum

The 5% Translation Forum, organized by the
Department of Linguistics and Translation at Prince
Sultan University, featured Prof. Hala Dalbani,
Director of the Translation and Authoring Centre

technological speed and innovation must always be
guided by human ethics and responsibility. Drawing
on TAC’s experience as a model, she explained how
the Centre integrates Al into translation workflows

S0 L 1) narn the

et aincert tIRnsiadion
el 1 i meackinmi anel

Vv iy

(TAC), as the Keynote Speaker on Saturday, October
25, 2025. In her address titled “Efficiency Meets
Ethics: How the Translation and Authoring Centre
Navigates Translation in the Digital Era”, Prof.
Dalbani explored how rapid advances in artificial
intelligence are reshaping translation practices
worldwide. She traced the evolution from computer-
assisted translation (CAT) to machine translation
to generative Al translation, emphasizing that

while preserving confidentiality, cultural nuance,
and professional oversight. “Technology is the
engine,” she stated, “but humanity remains the
compass.” The keynote concluded with a call for
universities and translation institutions to prepare
future translators as ethical technologists who can
use the power of Al without compromising integrity,
meaning, or trust.
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