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Prince Sultan University Hosts

J 21

s 294 Forum

the First Tai Chi Trial Class

On August 25, the Confucius Institute at Prince
Sultan University (PSU) organized the very first
Tai Chi trial session to ever take place at a Saudi
university. The two-week program, held on
the women’s campus, attracted enthusiastic
participation from both students and faculty
members.

The sessions were conducted by Zhou Na, a
Chinese instructor with extensive expertise in
Tai Chi and a solid background in traditional

MINISTRY OF

Visits PSU’'s Research and Initiatives Center

Dr. Dhafer Almakhles, Director of the Research
and Initiatives Center at Prince Sultan University,
welcomed a delegation from the Ministry of
Investment in a visit aimed at exploring areas
of collaboration and strengthening prospects
for future partnerships.

During the visit, the delegation was briefed
on the RIC’s key achievements and programs
supporting research and innovation. The tour
included the Robotics and Internet-of-Things
Lab, where researchers showcased leading
projects and cutting-edge technologies, as

Chinese medicine. Under her guidance,
participants were introduced to the first
four movements of the 24-Form Tai
Chi routine, with a focus on its health
benefits as well as its cultural value.

Many attendees noted that the gentle,

relaxing exercises helped them ease
academic stress while also enriching &
their understanding of Chinese culture.

INVESTMENT

well as the Energy, Water, and Environment
Lab, which focuses on applied research and
practical solutions to environmental challenges
and advancing sustainability.

In his welcomingremarks, Dr. Dhafer Almakhles
emphasized the University’s commitment to
building strong collaborations with national
institutions in order to advance research and
development, foster innovation, and reinforce
the Kingdom’s position as a leading investment
hub.
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College Research Directors:

Supporting Research Excellence for

Faculty and Researchers

Prince Sultan University is pleased to announce the o Dr. Silvia Mazzetto
appointment of its College Research Directors (CRDs) Email: smazzetto@psu.edu.sa

for the academic year 2025 -2026.
Meet Your College Research Directors (AY2025- 2026)

eCollege of Engineering (CE)

oDr. Basel Sultan

Email: basel.sultan@psu.edu.sa

Extension: 8045

eCollege of Sciences & Humanities (CHS)

OMs. Rawan Alwazzan (College Research Director)
Email: rwazzan@psu.edu.sa

Extension: 8244

oDr. Burcin Mustafa (College Research Co-Director)
Email: bkmustafa@psu.edu.sa

Extension: 8716

eCollege of Law (CL)

oDr. Shafiqul Hassan

Email: shassan@psu.edu.sa

Extension: 8138

eCollege of Computer & Information Sciences (CCIS)
oProf. Abbas Malik

Email: amalik@psu.edu.sa

Extension: 8712

eCollege of Business Administration (CBA)

OProf. Izani Ibrahim

Email: profizani@psu.edu.sa

Extension: 8536

eCollege of Architecture & Design (CAD)

Extension: 8963

The Role of CRDs in Supporting Your Research Journey
CRDs connect the college, research labs and groups,
the College Dean, and RIC. They align research with
university priorities, secure approvals, and manage
compliance and reporting.

Their key functions include:

eResearch Project Oversight & Funding: The CRD,
through the College Research Council (CRC), plays
a central role in reviewing and approving research
project proposals, thereby directly influencing
access to university funding. They endorse funding
applications and are involved in approving minor
project modifications. Furthermore, CRDs collaborate
with the Research and Initiatives Center (RIC) to
ensure ethical approvals are secured for research
involving harmful or sensitive materials.

eFostering Research Groups & Labs: CRDs play a
crucial role in establishing and managing research
groups and labs. They approve changes in team
membership, oversee achievements reporting, and
relay university decisions to lab leaders.

eFacilitating Conference Participation: CRDs, through
the CRC, review and approve faculty conference
requests, assess the quality of conferences, verify the
originality of work, and oversee funding decisions.
e®Ensuring Research Resources & Promoting

Forum

TIVES

Excellence: CRDs ensure research equipment is used
properly, assist with procurement, and serve on the
Award Board for the Prince Sultan University Award
for Research Excellence.

Commenting on the appointments, Dr. Dhafer
Almakhles, Director of the Research and Initiatives
Center, stated:

“The appointment of our College Research Directors
marks a renewed commitment to fostering a vibrant
research culture at PSU. By serving as dedicated
partners to our faculty and researchers, CRDs will not
only facilitate access to resources and opportunities
but also help drive the university’s mission of
achieving research excellence and global impact.
The Research and Initiatives Center will work closely
with the CRDs to align each college's operational
plan with PSU’s research goals presented in Theme
3 of the Institutional Strategic Plan. This ensures
our community thrives as a hub of innovation and
scholarly distinction.”

We congratulate the new College Research Directors
and encourage faculty and researchers to engage
with them. We look forward to a productive year that
boosts PSU’s scientific standing and drives research
innovation

-
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LAUNCH YOUR MVP

The Data Science Club — Artificial Intelligence
and Data Analytics (AIDA) Lab at the College
of Computer and Information Sciences, Prince
Sultan University, conducted a first-of-its-kind
Launch Your MVP in 3 Days Summer Bootcamp

SUMMER
BOOTCAMP

TOLEARMN EMERGING |~
B APPLICATION J

2025, aimed at enhancing the participants' skills
and giving them hands-on experience with up-
to-date Al applications to launch their MVP.
The Bootcamp was free of cost for students,
faculty and the community. It was an excellent
opportunity to learn new skills, knowledge and
explore new career paths in the tech industry.
Boot camp ran from the 5th to the 7th of August,
2025, featuring three sessions, each lasting four
hours.

The “Build Your MVP in 3 Days” bootcamp, held
from 5th to 7th August 2025, brought together
aspiring entrepreneurs for an intensive three-
day journey from idea to product launch.
Designed to fast-track the startup process, the
program combined practical entrepreneurship
training with hands-on use of Al-powered tools
to help participants conduct market research,
validate business ideas, and develop functional
MVPs.

Atotal of 43 students registered for the program,
with 24 attending in person. The attendees
represented Prince Sultan University, King Saud
University, and Saudi Electronic University,
contributing to a diverse and collaborative
learning environment. Over the course of the
bootcamp, participants worked

in teams and individually to conceptualize,
design, and execute their business ideas. By
the end of the final day, 16 MVPs had been
successfully launched, demonstrating both the
feasibility of rapid product development and
the participants’ commitment to execution.

Theprogramwasstructured to guide participants
from research to launch progressively. Day one
focused on market research and validation,
introducing participants to concepts such
as TAM, SAM, and SOM. Enabling them to
use Al tools like OneMatch Market Research
Al to analyze market opportunities, assess
competition, and identify customer personas.
Day two focused on developing a business
model and brand identity. Participants utilized

the Lean Business Canvas to map out their
ideas and employed tools like Lovable to create
landing pages, logos, and visual branding. The
final day was dedicated to MVP development
and pitching. Using platforms like Supabase,
Cursor, ChatGPT, and Perplexity, participants
built functional prototypes and practiced
delivering concise, compelling pitches to the

group.

Forum J

By:

Prof Tanzila Saba
AIDA Lab, Leader

The outcomes of the bootcamp speak to its
effectiveness. Beyond the 16 MVPs launched,
participants gained practical, transferable
skills in Al-enabled market research, rapid
prototyping, and lean startup methodologies.
The program’s condensed format proved that
with the right tools and guidance, entrepreneurs
can go from concept to launch-ready product in
just three days. Overall, the bootcamp not only
met its objectives but also inspired participants

to continue refining and scaling their newly
launched ventures.

*“This program has been a fantastic journey,
deepening my understanding of how to design,
test, and refine a Minimum Viable Product
(MVP). From applying rapid prototyping
methods to leveraging Al tools for product
validation, I've gained valuable insights and
hands-on experience that I’'m eager to build
on.” — SE Student

*“The MVP Bootcamp was an amazing
opportunity to network with other aspiring
entrepreneurs and professionals. | learned a lot
from the sessions, especially the one on building
secure MVPs using Python for data protection
and user trust.” — Faculty

o “The MVP Bootcamp gave me practical
insights into turning ideas into functional
prototypesand exploring real-world applications
of Al and data analytics — my first real step into
innovation and product development.” — CS
Intern
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